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Sihanouk’s ‘AbSUPditY’ .
‘Serves Cambodia Well

By Warren Unna
Btaff Raporter

Who is this “crazy” Cam-
bodian Prince who is making
motions to_model his country
after Communist China and
“kicking out a $28.4 million a
year American aid program

To many observers, Noro-
‘dom Sihanouk, Cambodia’s
4l-yearold chief of state, po-
litical boss and government
theoretician is crazy like a
“fox.

When Sihanouk was a
youthful heir to two royal
lines, the French pulled him

out of a school in Saigon to

turn him into what they
thought would be an amen-
-able King.

But when the French re-
fused to treat him like a
King and to grant Cambeodia
its independence, Sihanouk
publicly exiled himself to
neighboring Thailand and em-
. barassed the French into ae-
tion.

When the Great Powers
got together in Geneva in
.1854 to horse trade on the
French Indo-China peace set-
' tlement, Britain's Anthony
Eden and France's Pierre
Mendes - France instructed
Sihanouk's representative,
Camhodla’s current Ambas.

PRINCE SIHANOUK

" bureaucrats too grand
' want to work with their
- hands he stripped to shorts

: and

sador to the US. Nong
Kimny, to give in to the So-
viet Union’s demand for a
two-part, Communist and
anti-Communist Cambodia.
Sihanouk’s representative
refused. The Soviet's V, M.
Molotov surprisingly gave in
and Cambodia, a Utah-sized
Southeast Asian country of
six million, became the one
unit of the old French Indo-
China to emerge from the
peace treaty unscathed.
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Later when Sihanouk

$ found the crown too cumber-

some for a working ruler,
he handed it over to his
father. :

And when he found his
ministers and government
to

and a T-shirt, hoisted a pick
shovel and made it
mandatory for public offi-

. clals to devote 13 days out
¢ of each year to building irri-

gation dams and road works.

When I revisited Cambodia
in May afier a four-year ab-
sence I found great economic

v and social progress. Schools

and hospitals were mush-
rooming; factories were diver-
sifying Cambodia’s produc-
tion to give her the exports
needed for buying badly-
needed machinery.

Sihanoukville, Cambodia's
first real ocean port on the
Guif of Thailand, had all the
carefully-planned develop-
ment to become Asla's most
modern city,

But while Sihanouk bustles
into every village of his coun-
try churning his “children"
into action, he has been bust-
ling around the world out-
side with some fairly infuriat-

News Analysis

ing statements, particularly
toward the West. ] ;

As one highly placed Cam-
bodian put it, “The Prince
realizes that if he did not say
things in a large voice no-
body would pay any atten-
tion to the problems of little:
Cambodia.” . :

The Prince, who prefers.
to be called by the feudal

French title of “Monselg-
neur," is so conscious of
giving his under-developed.

country a royal dignity he;
even personally supervises:
menus, guest lists -and ac-!
commodations for state visi-
tors. He is under no illusion
about the place of Kings andi
Princes in Communist China!
—despite the red-carpet re-..
ctizption Peking always grants:
him. o
But, based on four iater’
views, T am convinided Siha: |
nouk is a realist. s

He thinks Communist
China is the wave of the fu-|
ture for Southeast Asia; He|
does not think a fmﬂ]
United States either will
want to or be of much good
when the chips are down. He

. considers that the ;Unitet.i :

i

Btates Central Intelligence::

Agency tried to topple him
four years ago and‘suspects ' -

+Lhat the CIA has just had a

hand in toppling his unissy

mented neighbor, South Viet-

Iglam President 'Ngo Dinh
em. :

me Washington's stand-

ards  and perspectives, Si-
hanouk may be acting ab-
surdly today. But the Prince,
who has acted so “absurdly”
S0 many times in the past,
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